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March 19, 2014 Dear Loved Ones: 

 

David Uratsu’s “Surprise 59th Birthday” 
on Sunday night was truly a surprise!  I 
must say I was a little puzzled, as I 
talked to Nancy the night before, about 
praying for David. I could not figure out 
why his 59th birthday was important. 
Then, when I walked past the Doan and 
the Frey table, I was even more 
confused. Then, when one of  my wonderful 
granddaughters yelled out and asked her 
mother, “Does he know?” – I knew something 
was up — but what? 

 

Nancy and I are so blessed to be here at GVBC 
for 20 years — by God’s grace and purpose. 
Thank you for working so hard to surprise me. It 
would have been great to just come together, but 
you went through all the hard work of lying, 
conniving, telling half -truths, deceptions, 
schemes, cover-ups and turning a wife and 
children against their father – I appreciate it all! 

 

I question the accuracy of  some of  Shig Kawashiri 
[pictured at right with Pastor Steve] and Richard 
Imatomi’s “tall tales” of  bringing the Langley family 
to GVBC and at some point, “the other side of  the 
story” needs to be told. The key thing is I know the 
Langleys were called, by God, to GVBC and there 
has never been any doubt about that calling. 

 

Being your senior pastor has been very purposeful 
and fulf illing. As a family, we have grown and have 
been blessed by two wonderful sons-in-laws that 
you loved and brought up in the Lord. We will 
always be indebted to the ministries (people who 
minister) who touched Thien’s and JJ’s [at right 
bottom] lives for our Lord Jesus. 

 

I know the Board and Staff had the leadership in this 
surprise party. Thank you for all you did to put that 
night together. Thank you, David, for being used, and 
Edna (who I won’t trust as much now) for setting up 
the parameters of the night. The program people of :  
David, Shig, Daniel, Richard & Keiko, Layne and 
Harvey — thank you for each of your parts. Nancy 
and I were only able to visit about half  of  the tables 
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Thank you High School Ministry 

for making this great sign. 
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during the party, but to each of  you who we did not get to see or talk 
to, we say, “Thank you!”  The Kitchen Hospitality Ministers put the 
food together in a beautiful way. Those who brought the food, 
brought a wide variety of culinary arts and it always blows us away! 

Ministry is about relationships — deep relationships which start with 
Christ. Ministry is an encounter of  people to people, sharing deeply 
in relationship as a way to encounter the presence of  Jesus Christ. 
Relationships are not a tool for ministry, but the goal of ministry. We 
are broken people; out for ourselves and in need of  love. Christ 
showed us love, forgave our “i-self ”, healed our world and gave us 
the ministry of  relationships (reconciliation) for others in the world to 
see God’s love and work – He created GVBC.  

Thank you for the relationship we have built for 20 years. I thank our 
God for you; His people, called by His Name to love the world 
together as His bride.  

His child, 
Pastor Steve 

(Con�nued from page 1) 

INFO MEETING FOR A TRIP TO 
PAUL’S CHURCHES AND THE CHURCHES OF THE REVELATION 
SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 3 PM — 5 PM 

THE ACTUAL TRIP WILL BE NOVEMBER 3-14, 2014 

Anyone who might be interested in joining Pastors Steve Langley & Sam Tonomura on a fabulous trip to Greece and 
Turkey is welcome to attend this information meeting.  

Much of  the New Testament including all of  Paul’s letters, most of the Book of Acts, and the Book of  Revelation has its 
setting outside of  Israel, in either Greece or Turkey. 

On this tour, Paul’s ministry will come alive as we visit Athens, Corinth, Delphi, Thessalonica, and Philippi, where he 
delivered his f irst sermon in Europe. We will visit Pergamum, Izmir, Sardis and Laodicia, four of the Seven Churches of 
the Book of Revelation. Visiting Ephesus will reinforce Paul’s messages and instructions found in the Book of  
Ephesians. Our f inal stop will be in Istanbul, ancient Constantinople. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
Thursday, May 1 

7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Room 119. 

Prayer pamphlets available in the Narthex. 

Come in whenever you are available to pray for our nation. You will be able to sit down and pray on your own or 
you can use the pamphlet on National Day of Prayer. 

Board Members praying for Pastor Steve & Nancy 
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Hayate Kaneko 
I f irst learned about God when I was in the f irst grade at a Christian school in Tokyo. I 
continued studying there for ten years until the f irst year of  high school. In the 
beginning I didn’t think much about God, but as I took Bible classes, went to chapel, 
memorized prayers and hymns, and joined the choir, I started to become interested. I 
also started going to church on Sundays on my own. However, around the second 
half  of middle school and the beginning of high school, I started getting busy doing 
my own thing. I slept during Bible class, slept during chapel, skipped choir practice, 
and stopped going to church. 

I played around so much that I dropped out of  school and decided to study abroad in 
America. I came to America and I f lunked out of  the f irst high school I went to. I had a lot of worries 
and problems there so I transferred schools. In order to prepare for the transfer, I moved into Mrs. 
Kawasaki’s home — a GVBC member — as a home-stay student which is how I learned about this 
church. When I came to this church, I realized it had been a long time since I attended a worship 
service and I felt an overwhelming sense of  peace. Everyone at this church was so good to me 
which made me very happy. We also found a school for me to transfer to. This school was a good f it 
for me. I felt God led me to this church, helped me f ind a good school, and led me to meet all these 
nice people.  

I have also decided to get baptized. I decided this because more and more of  my family and 
teachers told me, I lacked a sense of  urgency. My conf idence has been growing and the hard times 
and feeling down about studying has changed and I think things are going to be all right. Even 
though I dropped out of  school, my study abroad has not been great. Despite my current situation, I 
now believe God is with me. This is something I just recently noticed. I believe God is guiding me. 
Jesus died for me on the cross and resurrected f rom the dead on the third day. I want to learn more 
about God, Jesus, and Christianity. 

Marika Nakagawa 
Hello everyone, my name is Marika. The f irst time I was introduced to Christianity was in 
my middle-school social class. In this class I learned there were many different religions 
in different countries. Then, I learned more about Christianity when I went to 
Pennsylvania as a high school exchange student. My high school had a study-abroad 
program where we could choose either Canada or the USA for one year. I chose the 
USA and chose Lancaster Christian School in Pennsylvania. 

Lancaster Christian School was a very small school, which had grades f rom kindergarten to 12th all 
in one school. When I f irst heard I was going to a Christian school, I couldn’t imagine how it was 
going to be for me. I said to myself , “Oh, ok…” and was quite indifferent to the idea of  going to a 
Christian school. Growing up in Japan, the only Christian thing I knew was exchanging gif ts during 
Christmas day. I didn’t have any knowledge of  Christianity when I went to study in Pennsylvania. I 
didn’t even know English that well so mandatory Bible class was like listening to only noise. But I 
kept going to church every Sunday and I felt drawn closer to the Lord each time. 

One year passed by quickly and soon I had to go back to Japan to graduate high school. Through 
the rest of  high school and college, I stopped going to church and I didn’t have much of  a 
relationship with Christ. It was only af ter I met my husband now when I started to have a 
relationship with Christ again. He taught me how awesome Jesus is. I did not understand at f irst and 
I told him, “Jesus just seems like a hairy man. How could He be so awesome?”  But he did not stop 
reading Bible verses to me which he read to me every day. We tried going to the church he used to 
go to, but I felt like I was hearing only noises again when the pastor was preaching. Then, we found 
this church on the Internet and we started coming here for Japanese service. It was amazing how 
the Word became so clear to me since I understood the language more. I also was praying, “Lord if 
you’re there, please draw me close again.”  The Lord is really gracious and He opened the eyes of  
my heart. I no longer think I am hearing only noises at church any more. I truly thank the Lord for 
giving me a safe birth of my son, Noah, and bringing happiness and joy in my life. 

I thank God for sending Jesus to save me. Because Jesus died on a cross, I was saved. Because 
Jesus resurrected, I now have hope to live with Him forever. It is my joy and my desire to live for 
Jesus. 

NICHIGO BAPTISMS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
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Prayers and condolences in the passing of 
Kiyo Nakamae who passed away on Friday, March 7. The private funeral service was held at GVBC on Tuesday, 
March 18. Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated. 
 

Upcoming Memorial Service 
A memorial service for Rene Judkins (Chieko Kitaoka’s daughter and Cheryl Martinez’s sister) will be held at GVBC 
on Saturday, April 5 at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will off iciate. Rene passed away on December 19. 
 

Letters to our family 
Dear Pastor Steve & Church Members, Thank you for stopping by to see Byron [Takano]. The f lowers received 
were beautiful and Byron appreciated it very much. Medications are the issue now and hopefully soon all will go 
well. In Appreciation, Byron & his parents, Steven & MarieTakano 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) 

How often in our hectic, noisy, and technology-f illed lives do we forget this powerful, yet, 
simple message f rom our Heavenly Father?  This was the premise of  the theme 
“Disconnect to Reconnect” at ABCLA’s Winter Youth Retreat (WYR) which was held on 
February 15-17 at Alpine Meadows. In our f irst year of  participation at WYR, we were 
one of  13 churches in attendance and our Youth Ministry students and leaders made up 
95 of the 365 total campers at the retreat. 

Main speaker, Ilcian Lemus, connected with the students through personal stories and 
preaching f rom the above-mentioned verse as well as the account of  Elijah’s life f rom              
1 Kings 19:9-13, where Elijah expects to hear God’s voice in the mighty wind, a violent 
earthquake, and a roaring f ire. But ultimately God chooses to speak to him in the gentle 
whisper of  a still, small voice. This story was used as a reminder that God may choose to 
speak to us in the quietness of  silence and solitude. The students were given the 
opportunity to put this discipline into action through an exercise of  sitting still for several 
minutes while blindfolded and then sitting still for several minutes while wearing earplugs. 
For most of the students, this was an extremely diff icult thing to do. But af terward, many 
of  them found the benef it of periodically eliminating distractions in their lives, such as: 
music, TV, video games, and social media, in order to hear what God may be trying to 
speak to them about. Hopefully, this is a discipline the students will implement in their 
lives back home.  

For many, other highlights of  the weekend included Peer Groups where our students 
were mixed with students f rom other churches to discuss the messages and share about 
their lives with each other. Many of  our students commented, this was awkward at f irst, 
but in the end it was a great opportunity for them to get out of the “GVBC bubble” to 
make new f riends. Worship-in-song was very high-energy and Spirit-f illed as we raised 
our voices as one Church, giving praise and glory to the great I AM. There was also a 
talent show which some our students participated in and God was glorif ied as they 
offered up songs of praise and adoration to our Savior and King. It was truly a blessing to 
see the entire camp cheering, supporting, and encouraging one another as each act f rom 
the various churches took to the stage. 

The weekend was capped off with a message f rom John 15, reminding us to stay 
connected to the True Vine, Jesus Christ. A “10-Day Challenge” was also issued by 
Ilcian, as she encouraged us to give up something which may be keeping us f rom 
hearing God’s voice. With this in mind, as well as everything else experienced over the 
weekend, it is my hope and prayer our Youth Ministry realizes it’s possible to disconnect 
f rom some of  the more distracting things of  the world in order to reconnect and stay 
connected in a relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

YOUTH WINTER RETREAT 
BBBBYYYY    LLLLAYNEAYNEAYNEAYNE    WWWWAKUTAAKUTAAKUTAAKUTA, P, P, P, PASTORALASTORALASTORALASTORAL    IIIINTERNNTERNNTERNNTERN    
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, April 26, 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m., Community Hall 
 
 

BABY DEDICATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 11, Mother’s Day, both services. 
 
 

PRIMETIMER’S WARNER BROTHERS VIP TOUR 
Tuesday, June 10, $122 per person. Tour Warner Brothers 
Studio and have lunch at the Studio Café. Registration and 
final payment due May 18 [make checks out to GVBC with 
Primetimer’s Warner Brothers in subject line]. Tour leaves 
at 8:00 a.m. f rom the New Gardena Hotel and returns 
approximately by 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

MT. HERMON JEMS SUMMER CAMP 
Registration for the Mt Hermon JEMS summer camp is 
available. When: June 29 - July 5. Where: Mt Hermon 
Christian Camp, Santa Cruz, California. Who: Speaker is 
Ken Fong of Evergreen, LA. Cost: $594 Economy, $783 
Standard, $963 Deluxe, $110 for 3yrs. and under, $254 
ages 4-12. Go to the JEMS website for registration 
application: http://www.jems.org/ 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: GVBC REUNION FOR TEEN 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (TCF) 
Saturday, July 12 at GVBC, 12:00 noon, potluck lunch, in 
celebration of  our 100th Anniversary. TCF was a Sunday 
night fellowship and youth ministry in the late 1960s to the 
late 1980s. If  you were part of GVBC youth/college groups 
during this era, please join us for a time of fellowship, food, 
music and special guests. And, please spread the word to 
invite your f riends. Questions: Contact Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com. 
 
 

SON TREASURE ISLAND VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday, July 14 to Friday, July 18. 
 
 

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP 

July 27 to August 1, Oak Glen Christian Conference Center. 
 
 

100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION LUNCHEON 
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. Pick up your 
FREE “Save the Date” magnet and a GVBC 100th 
Anniversary Post-It pads on the Narthex counter. 
 
 

GVBC CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Golf Course. GVBC’s Friday 
Food Ministry, Gardena Human Services, and the Center for 
Pacif ic Asian Families (which provides services for domestic 
violence victims) will be the recipients of the proceeds. 
 
 

WOMEN’S WEEKEND 
Instead of our Annual Women’s Retreat, we are having a 
"Women's Weekend" at GVBC on: Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
Friday will be a Women's Night of Worship. Saturday we’ll 
have messages, crafts, workshops, etc. Save the date! 

FYI  FYI  FYI  FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR 
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GARDENA FOOD PANTRY MARCH COLLECTION 

We are collecting donations until March 31 for the Gardena 
Emergency Food Pantry. Place your items in the box in the 
Narthex. Please check the expiration dates!  A f lyer with 
what is needed is in the Narthex. 
 
 

OASIS 

NO meetings on March 12 & 19. Will begin again on  
March 26 with Colossians. 
 
 

YOUTH FUND RAISER — PRAISE NIGHT 
Saturday, March 29, 3:00 to 6:00.p.m. in the Community 
Hall. Praise Night is an event where church family and 
f riends are invited to come and see the Greenhouse 
Middle School and 180 High School groups share various 
creative forms of praise and worship to our Lord, such as 
song, dance, dramatic/comedic skits, and more. Everyone 
will have the opportunity to contribute to the Wall of 
Blessings, a wall of  144 envelopes numbered f rom $1.00 
to $144.00. Attendees will be encouraged to f ill an 
envelope with the dollar amount specif ied. Proceeds 
support the Youth Camp Scholarship Fund. 
Complimentary food and beverages also served. 
 
 

SINGSPIRATION 

Sunday, March 30, 3:00 p.m., Sanctuary. In celebration of  
GVBC’s 100th you’re invited to a Singspiration. Enjoy 
singing hymns, special music, and ref reshments 
af terwards. You are welcome to bring your own goodies to 
share, if  you would like.  
 
 

SPRING QUARTER COMMUNITY GROUPS 
Come be in Christian fellowship with others at GVBC!  We 
are better together. Spring Quarter begins the week of 
March 30 and runs for 8 weeks, including Holy Week, 
through the week of  May 25. The Directory of  Groups is 
available in the Narthex. Please sign up on your 
Connection Card or contact the church off ice. Come grow 
in Christ! 
 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN MEETING 
Monday, April 7, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., Room 113. Has God 
spoken to you about getting more involved in our church 
ministries?  The Neighborhood Ministry is perfect for you. 
Come to an open meeting held once a month and see how 
you can help in the community outreach. For more 
information or questions, contact Neighborhood Ministry at: 
neighborhood@gvbc.net. 
 

 

BILINGUAL SERVICE 
Saturday, April 12, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary. We will 
have a special concert f rom our guest singer, Yuri Mori, 
who is very famous in Japan. Yuri will be singing and 
sharing her testimony. Refreshments served in Room 201 
af ter the service. Everyone welcome. For more info contact 
Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. The next 
Bilingual Service is May 12. 
 

 

BAPTISM SERVICE 
Sunday, April 13, Palm Sunday both services in the 
Sanctuary. 
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ONLINE GIVING 
Don’t have a check handy?  You can give online!  
Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give” 
for various opportunities to donate. 

The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, 

FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, 

ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of 

the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to 

editing and/or postponement. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE 
Available online Wednesday, April 2 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and 
in the back of  the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 30. 

GVBC SCHOLARSHIPS 
Two college scholarships are available this year: 

Christian Service Scholarship 

This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual gif ts in Christian service. 

Meriko Kishiyama Scholarship 

Meriko Kishiyama was a dedicated Christian who had a strong love and ministry for the youth. She also devoted herself 
to personal evangelism and follow-up. This scholarship is given by f riends and family of Meriko Kishiyama to assist a 
Christian young person with their education and to help them realize the place Jesus Christ should have in their lives. 

Applications for both scholarships are available in the Narthex or online at www.gvbc.net. 

DONATIONS AND FLOWERS GIVEN IN HONOR OR LOVING MEMORY 
 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 
George & Shig Hirano    George’s 86th birthday 
     George & Shig’s 64th  
               wedding anniversary 
Lois Ueda Memorial Fund   John Matsumura 
Merrick Yoshida and 
     Jodie & Voltaire Rivera  Ichiko Yoshida 
Rose Higashi    Aki Tsukahara 
Emiko Takusagawa   Aki Tsukahara 
Dr & Mrs. Harry Iida   Aki Tsukahara 
James & Gwen Duf fy   Aki Tsukahara 
George & Jane Iwanaga  Aki Tsukahara 
Peggy & Robert Lamaysou  Aki Tsukahara 
Trudy Hiraoka &  
   Christopher Pankey & Family  Aki Tsukahara 
Shelley & Steven Kurata & Family Aki Tsukahara 
 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of  loved ones go into 
the College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$80,000

$85,000

$90,000

$95,000

$100,000

Month of

January

Income

received

Expenses
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  Steve La ngley Senior  Pastor  ext 0  

 Daniel  Mats uda  Associate Pastor , Yo uth  ext 681  

 Eij i Osato Associate Pastor , Nichigo ext  676  

 James Cha ng Assistan t Pastor, Neigh borhood  ext 679  

 Annet te  Kaki moto Assistan t Pastor, Lead ership Dev. ext 680   

 Chris  Koga  Assistan t Pastor , Coll eg e ext 685   

 Layne Waku ta  Pas toral Intern, Middle School  ext 684  

 Susa n Wak uta  Elementary Children ’s  Director  ext 689  

 Michelle  Koga  Nursery Director   

 J.J. Fre y Wo rship Coordin ato r  

 Wendy Naka no Office Man ag er  ext 672  

 Peggy Kus higemac hi  Fin ancial Assi stan t ext  675  

 Jan Ma gna ni  Secretary ext 67 1  

 Rei Abe  Ni chigo Secretary  ext 677  

 Aubre y Ma tsunami  Christi an  Ed uc. Secretary ex t 678  

 Susie Shel ley Newsletter Editor ex t 673  

 Socorr o “Coc o” Kaga wa  Main ten ance Ass t 

 Gerald Ma ye waki  Main ten ance, AV Asst.  

 Robert Kato Sund ay Services, Assistan t 

GVBC Staff Worship Schedule 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School concurrent 

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m. 
Children ’s  Sund ay School at 9:30 a.m., Roo m 206 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 23 
Love Your Neighbor 

Pastor James Chang ~Love is God, God is Love~1 John 4:8 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 30 
Love Your Neighbor 

Pastor James Chang ~ Art of Neighboring ~ Matthew 22:39 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 6/COMMUNION 
Love Your Neighbor 

Pastor James Chang ~ When Helping Hurts ~ Matthew 6:10 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13 
PALM SUNDAY BAPTISMS 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Radical Love Sees ~ Luke 19:41 


